Temporary ectopic implantation of digits prior to reconstruction of a hand without metacarpals.
Temporary ectopic implantation has been described for a variety of injuries, with several different implantation sites used. Although varied results have been achieved, many feel this technique has a role to play under special circumstances. We describe the ectopic implantation of digits to the contralateral forearm, with subsequent reconstruction of the injured hand when combined with microvascular toe transfer. The outcome was a functionally useful hand which could be incorporated into daily life, and a cosmetic appearance preferable to that of amputation. We feel ectopic implantation still has a valuable role to play in carefully selected cases.